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Calendar
March

2               -  Summer Camp Registration Starts
2               -  Spirit Night at Burger Monger - 4-10 pm
3               -  Lent Service (Virtual)
3               -  Youth Group - 6-8 pm
6-7            -  LWML Weekend
8               -  Outreach Ministry
8               -  Trustees’ Meeting (Virtual) - 7 pm
9               -  Stephen Ministry Meeting - 7-9 pm
10             -  Spirit Night at Tijuana Flats - 5-8 pm
10             -  Youth Group (High School Only) - 6-8 pm
10             -  Lent Service (Virtual)
10             -  Character GPS Graduation - 5:30 pm
13             -  Memorial Service for Dr. Hamre
14             -  Daylight Savings Time Begins
15             -  Elders’ Meeting - 7 pm
15-19        -  Spring Break - No School
15-19        -  Spirit Night at Baskin Robins - 12-4 pm
17             -  St. Patrick’s Day
17             -  Lent Service (Virtual)
21             -  Stephen Lynerd Concert (Sanctuary) - 7 pm
21             -  LWML Prayer Service - 12:30 pm
22             -  Finance Meeting (Virtual) - 5:30 pm
22             -  Council Meeting (Virtual) - 7 pm
23             -  Spirit Night at Culver’s (9046 4th St N) - 5-8 pm
24             -  Lent Service (Virtual)
24             -  Youth Group - 6-8 pm
26             -  Middle School Game Night - 6-7:30 pm
27             -  High School Game Day - 12:30-2 pm
29             -  Spirit Night at Chipotle (3540 4th St N) - 4-8 pm
31             -  Lent Service (Virtual)

April

1               -  Maundy Thursday - 7 pm
2               -  Good Friday - No School; Services at 12 & 7 pm
3               -  Easter Vigil - 6 pm
4               -  Easter Sunday - Services at 7 [Outdoor Sunrise], 9, & 11 am
5               -  Easter Monday - No School
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Calendar
April

7               -  Youth Group - 6-8 pm
12             -  Outreach Ministry
12             -  Trustees’ Meeting (Virtual) - 7 pm
13             -  Stephen Ministry Meeting - 7-9 pm
14             -  Youth Group (High School Only) - 6-8 pm
14-16        -  School Trips
18             -  LWML Meeting - 12:15 pm
19             -  LWML Meeting - 6 pm ??
19             -  Elders’ Meeting - 7 pm
21             -  Youth Group - 6-8 pm
23             -  11:30 am School Dismissal; Mini Camp Offered
26             -  Finance Meeting (Virtual) - 5:30 pm
26             -  Council Meeting (Virtual) - 7 pm
26             -  Deaconess Intern Assignment Service - 7 pm- 
26-30        -  School Testing
28             -  Youth Group - 6-8 pm

May

2               - Confirmation - 11 am
5               - Spring into the Arts - 7 pm
9               - Mother’s Day
10             - Outreach Ministry
11             - Stephen Ministry Meeting - 7-9 pm
16             - LWML Meeting - 12:15 pm
19             - Youth Group - 6-8 pm
20-21        - School Musical at Grace - 7:30 pm
26             - Youth Group - 6-8 pm
27             - Graduation - 7 pm
31             - Memorial Day - No School

[CONTINUED]
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Pastor’s Desk
From the

While I’m writing this article it is Ash Wednesday, the start of
the Lenten Season, and yet the article itself will double for Lent
and Easter Tide. It seems to me that if ever there were a year
where we needed Easter it is this one, so that’s why I’m
mentioning it, even though you will more than likely be
reading this during Lent!

At any rate you may recall that it seemed as if we were cheated
out of Easter last year, weren’t we? Remember it? How
everything stopped for so many of us a few weeks into Lent
and we were unable to come back into our Sanctuary for live
services until the end of May, nine long weeks of exile that have
extended over a year for some who remain concerned about their
safety and that of others were they to enter a crowded indoor
space.

While I wish that I had definitive answers as to when this will
end, I can report that we have had any number of somewhat
heavily attended services at Grace over the course of the last
several months, upwards of 175 people twice on Christmas Eve,
and that no one reported contracting COVID because of
attending one of them. Likewise, we held a memorial service for
a beloved member with over 125 people in attendance, brass
playing and people singing, albeit masked and significantly
distanced from the congregation, exactly what many news articles
have claimed to be a super-spreader event, and no one reported
contracting COVID.

While it may be true that if we were to hold church services as
we did pre-COVID, they would be dangerous - we don’t, and
most people wear masks as they are coming in, even though our
laws exempt religious rites from them. Everyone is careful about
distancing and close contact with others is kept to a minimum,
and certainly nothing approaches the 15 minutes of face-to-face
contact that the latest science tells us puts people at great risk. 

Whether this will encourage you to try coming to live church
on a normal Sunday where we typically have 60-80 people in a
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Pastor’s Desk
From the

Sanctuary that seats over 500, or perhaps safer still on Saturday night when there are fewer than 30,
I can’t predict. But I can write beyond a doubt that if you have yet to return, we do miss you and also
we do understand your concerns (in fact, I just had a conversation with a staff member who has yet to
return to her church live out of concern for her Dad.) So we will continue to offer services virtually,
not just until the time when someone officially says the threat of COVID is ended, but for good. 
After all, people sometimes get sick and can’t come to church live, and watching a video recording is
the next best thing. There are those that are shut in for one reason or another; we actually know of a
nursing facility that regularly airs our services for its residents. Also, in the same way that people used
to search websites to find a new church to attend, they are now searching YouTube. In fact, some have
found us in this way both during the lockdown itself and even more recently as they have realized
that their churches may never reopen.

Additionally, if you would reach out to Pastor Kyle or to me, we would gladly offer Holy Communion
for you earlier in the afternoon on a Saturday, masked, gloved, no singing. In fact, we have discussed
attempting such a service, but then realized that lots of folks are now being vaccinated and in polling
some of them, they are telling us that they’d rather wait until two weeks after the second vaccine and
then come for the Saturday evening service. If that’s not the case for you, though, please reach out
and we will find a way to serve you the Lord’s Supper safely.

For now, our prayer is that as COVID spread throughout the world during last year’s Lent, that the
Lord would use the medical community and cooperation of people worldwide so that it might abate
this year until the day that we hear it’s over, it’s safe, it’s time to come out. Far more importantly, we
will find ways to bring you the words of Jesus, saying, “It is finished,” so that you might know His
love for you that extends past death and on to the life eternal which He gained on that first Easter
morning. He is risen! 

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Loughran
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Our Deaconess
From

As I sit here starting to type out this article I am realizing it may
be the last one I write for Grace. This is the March-May 2021
newsletter and my last official day here is June 4, 2021. The last
newsletter article is a hard one to write. I remember writing the
one for my last congregation, it was a strange sensation then, as
it is now. What words do you leave them with?

I am so thankful to everyone for your kindness and generosity.
You all welcomed me with open arms. You all helped me when I
asked about different people and things. You all had kind words
to say.

I enjoyed serving you as best as I could, although sometimes I
feel like my best wasn’t enough. God chose to send me here just
a few months before a pandemic, which made it harder to get to
know a lot of you as we had to stay away for so long. And now
that we are back and running, God has sent me on to another
calling completely different from the one I have here. One I
certainly didn’t expect. God has a sense of humor, let me tell
you. His sense of humor, though, always brings about beautiful
things!

Anyway, regardless of where He calls us to go or for how long
He calls us to go there, He has plans in mind for us that are
eternal. They are more beautiful than anything that happens here.
God has plans to save people from their sins through Christ’s
death on the cross and to bring people into His family through
baptism.

“He wil l  wipe away every tear  f rom their  eyes ,
and death shal l  be no more,  nei ther  shal l  there

be mourning,  nor  crying,  nor  pain anymore,
for  the former things have passed away.”

  -  Revelat ion 21:4
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Our Deaconess
From

He has plans to bring them to heaven one day. A place with no more sadness, death, disease, or sin!
When I say goodbye in the first few days of June, it won’t be goodbye forever. Maybe we will see each
other again on this earth, but if not, we will see each other again in heaven. It will be an eternal hello!

Thank you for letting me be among you, even though it was only for a short time.

God’s blessings!
Deaconess Margaret
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Associate Pastor
Adages of the

On any Saturday evening or Sunday morning, the Holy Spirit
brings guests and members through the doors of Grace Lutheran
Church. Each and every person entering the church are at different
points in their spiritual walk with God. Some have been baptized,
others haven’t. Some have been confirmed in their faith, others
haven’t. No two persons have the same life’s experiences. Some
have been born into Christian families, others haven’t. Yet,
everyone is together in church at the same time and place. This
is crazy and wonderful at the same time.

Yet, we can’t expect every person in the church at any one time
to act in the same way or to understand the way we worship our
God. Based on where they are in their walk with Christ, they
won’t have the same knowledge of Scripture or of Christian,
Lutheran doctrine or traditions. One thing for sure is that the
Holy Spirit brings each and every person in the door in His own
way. As members, we come through the door because we have
heard the Word of God and the Spirit has worked faith in our
hearts. But what about our guests?

Some of them come to us because they are searching for a new
place to worship. They may be relocating to our area or are here
because of the cold weather up north. These are Christians
looking for other Christians. We use passive ways for them to find
our front door like social media, our district website, and our
church and school websites, so they can worship with us and hear
the Word of God. We can’t expect these passive communication
techniques to reach non-believers.

So, what about a non-believer? Why would this person come
through our front door? I would say that somehow or someway
a Christian has shared Christ’s story with them and maybe even
invited them to join us. They are curious. They are searching to
know more. The Holy Spirit is working in them in some way or
they would not have come through the door of our church.
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Adages of the

If the Holy Spirit has brought them to us, we dare not turn them away either by being judgmental or
by not being hospitable. First impressions are important, don’t you think? We can make our church
grounds and building look clean, uncluttered, warm, and friendly inside and outside. This we already
do and we can improve on this. The best way to be hospitable is to meet our guests person to person,
face to face, with a warm smile. We can take a few minutes listening to them to know them and their
story. We could invite them to come back for worship services, a Grace Connects community outreach
event, or a fellowship event. There is nothing like a friendly invitation after hearing the Word of God.
Remember who brings us all through the door (hint: the Holy Spirit).  

In Christ Jesus,
Pastor John Kyle
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Ministry Notes
Music

Welcome Kantor Myles Hayden! We are pleased to welcome
Myles Hayden to Grace as our Kantor! Myles will be our
organist, director of handbell choirs, school instrumental
ensembles and music teacher! He and I will also share some
of the Chancel Choir directing responsibilities, too. Please see
his column - The Bench Warmer!

You may recall that as a teen, Myles was involved in our
Music Ministry for a couple of years as a handbell player,
brass player, and then learned to play the organ! He also
walked to Grace after his school day ended at Northeast High 
School to help with band and even coached some flag football.
Norm and Lois Hannewald recognized his talent and desire to
be a church musician like his grandfather, so they connected
Myles to Valparaiso University where he earned his Bachelor
of Music in Church Music (Organ Performance). After
graduating from Valpo, Myles was accepted into the master’s
program at Notre Dame where he earned his master’s degree
in Sacred Music; Organ Performance. For the past year or so,
Myles served an LCMS congregation in Oklahoma.

You may be wondering, “What is a Kantor?” According to the
LCMS Worship Liturgical Glossary, a Kantor is “One who
leads singing, especially that of the congregation. One of
Luther’s associates, Johann Walter, is considered the first
Lutheran cantor. J. S. Bach is probably the most renowned
cantor. The term is finding increased use among those who are
called to oversee the congregation’s musicmaking and to work
with the pastors in service planning.” When discussing his
position at Grace and given his sacred music training, Pastor
Loughran and I felt that “Kantor” would be the most fitting title
for him because Kantor Hayden’s position at Grace will
encompass leading music both as a director and as an
instrumentalist.
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Ministry Notes
Music

Music Ministry Changes - With the arrival of Kantor Hayden, we have made some staffing
changes to our Music Ministry. We are VERY pleased to announce that Dr. Cory Hall will still
be with us as our Saturday evening pianist and he will also serve as the pianist for the New Song
Band under Bo Garrard’s direction.

We are so very blessed to have so many talented musicians on our staff and we are thankful for
Aaron Lachowicz, who was able to help with our church handbell choir; Dana Tews, who helped
with the school handbell choir before she took her call to Pennsylvania; for Pastor Loughran and
Austin Vickrey, who helped with school instrumental and choral ensembles these past few
months, and also for Guy Spann, who continues to direct Men’s Choir.

In Memoriam: Lori Lachowicz - We were very saddened by the great loss of God’s servant Lori
in January. She bravely fought a long battle with cancer. Lori always had a smile and would help
anyone at any time. She was our “welcome” person and always made people feel at ease here at
Grace. Lori was also an important part of our Music Ministry as she sang in the Chancel Choir,
Joy Choir, and New Song Band. She also served as an administrative assistant, teacher’s aide, and
wedding coordinator. Her legacy lives on through her children, Amy and Aaron, as well as her
grandchildren, Kaley and Carter. Continued prayers for Lori’s family and friends as they mourn.

IN CONCERT - STEPHEN LYNERD! On Sunday, March 21 at 7 p.m., we will be hosting
sacred jazz vibraphone artist Stephen Lynerd. Come join us for a wonderful evening of music.
It’s free, but a freewill offering will be taken.

Pinellas All-County Chorus - We will still participate in All-County this year, but there have
been changes to accommodate all of the wonderful middle school singers in Pinellas County. We
don’t even have all the details yet, but the following singers have been nominated to participate
this year: Congratulations to Sofi Barragan, Addison Bigler, and Trevor Staples, who were
selected as members of the in-person choir, and congratulations to Abby Mehling and Elise Tippett,
who were selected as members of the virtual choir! Stay “tuned” for concert information.

School Music Performance Assessments - The Spirit Singers will participate in the District 9
FVA Solo and Ensemble and Choral MPAs VIRTUALLY this year. Unfortunately, the Lutheran
School Music Festival was cancelled for this year.

Spring into the Arts Concert & Art Show - This annual event is planned to be available
VIRTUALLY via our YouTube channel on Wednesday, May 5.
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Shrek The Musical Jr. - We began work for our 20th annual school musical last year before the
pandemic changed everything! Not to worry, we WILL present our musical this year and although
it will not be a fully staged production, it will still be AWESOME! We re-auditioned for open roles 
and we are off and running! We have an AMAZING production team again this year: Mrs. Tippett,
Mr. Loverne, Mrs. Bedits, and Ms. Vail. The performances will be on Thursday, May 20 and
Friday, May 21 at 7:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary AND virtually. Tickets will go on sale after Easter!

Here is a little info about the show: The family-friendly musical comedy follows the adventures of
an ogre named Shrek who sets off on a quest to save a princess from a dragon. However, it turns out
that in order to ultimately succeed, Shrek must battle an even bigger obstacle: learning how to
believe in himself and open his heart to others.

Shrek has learned the hard way that “people hate the things they cannot understand.” For many years
he has protected himself from the hurtful actions of those who are scared of him by living as a recluse
in a cozy cesspit. One day, his peaceful swamp is disturbed by new tenants: fairytale misfits -
including Pinocchio, the Ugly Duckling, the Wicked Witch, Peter Pan, the Three Pigs and the Big
Bad Wolf - have been banished there by the villainous Lord Farquaad. In order to gain back his land,
Shrek makes a deal with Farquaad to rescue the feisty princess Fiona from a tower gaurded by a
fierce dragon. Setting off with his faithful companion, Donkey, Shrek begins the journey of a
lifetime filled with adventure, romance, and hilarity.

To God be the glory!
Jennifer Tippett
Director of Music
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Bench Warmer
The

Hello Grace Lutheran,

I would first like to start off by saying thank you to everyone
for the kind and warm welcome! For those who do not know me,
my family and I moved here a while back and went to church
here. During that time, I started organ, practicing daily on our
great Schlicker organ. Dr. Hannewald then introduced me to
Valparaiso University where I did my undergrad. From there I
was accepted into the Sacred Music Program at the University
of Notre Dame for my master’s (GO IRISH!). Having served at
several Lutheran congregations along the way, it’s good to be
back at Grace and the ‘Burg. 

The purpose of these columns in the church’s newsletter is to
help explain the history and meaning behind the hymns we will
be singing and the upcoming preludes and postludes. In the past
couple of weeks if you had questions like “What on earth is he
playing?”, “Why are all his preludes in German?”, and “Was that
a mistake?”, this is the column for you. And yes, that was most
likely a mistake.

As we enter the season of Lent, you may notice the changes we
do liturgically in our divine services. We sing the introits, we
refrain from singing the Gloria, and we ban the a-word,
alleu*!!@. Back in the early history of the Confessional Lutheran
church, many of the organs had large majestic shades that would
fold out during services and close afterwards. These not only
added an artistic flare to the casework, but also served a practical
purpose: to help keep the tuning of the pipes and protect the pipes
from outside elements.

During Lent, the shades were actually kept shut to mute the organ
and to reiterate the penitential focus in music. In some churches,
including the Thomaskirche in Leipzig where Bach was Kantor,
no instrumental music was allowed during Lent. With our organ
here at Grace, since we have no shades and the council unfortun-
ately denied my request to cover up the organ with plywood, I
try to reflect the somber penitential tone of Lent into my music
selection and playing.  
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Bench Warmer
The
For the Ash Wednesday services, the prelude was Bach’s chorale prelude on O Mensch, bewein dein
Sünde gross (O Man, Bewail thy Great Sins). This chorale text, by Sebald Heyden (1499-1561), from just
reading the first line, may cause some to think this a hymn with fire and brimstone not seen since
Sodom and Gomorrah. However, this is not the case. This twenty-three verse hymn is a detailed account
of Christ’s passion. The hymnwriter tells the singer to bewail his or her sinful state since it caused
Christ, out of His great mercy, to leave “His Father’s bosom and [come] upon the earth” which eventually 
culminated in His crucifixion. Heyden continues this verse comforting all by stressing that Christ’s
mercy and sacrifice brings us forgiveness and life:

 

 Bach, often called the fifth evangelist, perfectly conveys the comforting tone that
 Heyden brings across in the text. Behind the heavily ornamented chorale melody
 in the right hand, Bach utilizes the left hand to play flowing eighth and sixteenth
 notes, which help convey the solemnity of the crucifixion and the consoling nature
it brings regarding the forgiveness of sins and our salvation. When the word “Kreuze” (cross) occurs at
the end of the piece, Bach uses the Baroque sighing motif to highlight the long pain and suffering Christ
endured on the cross. Even more than that, at this part, Bach actually makes a cross in the music by
arranging the notes in that shape. Not only is Bach proclaiming the Gospel to the listeners, he is also
musically proclaiming it to the organist at the same time!

One other piece to be on the lookout for will be the prelude for Maundy Thursday. This service, the
start of the triduum (the great three days: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday), highlights
the Lord’s Last Supper and the institution of the Sacrament, Judas’s betrayal, and Jesus’s arrest. Probably
the most memorable aspects of the service include, in some congregations, a person’s first communion,
the stripping of the altar during the recitation of Psalm 22, and leaving the sanctuary in darkness and
quietness. The prelude for this service will be another organ piece by Bach, Jesus Christus, unser
Heiland, Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior, BWV 688. (As a side note, if you haven’t figured it out yet,
I really love Bach.) This chorale is Luther’s catechesis hymn regarding the Lord’s Supper, which has

He was born here for us.
He wanted to become our mediator,

To the dead He gave life
And removed in this way all sickness

Until the time came
When He was sacrificed for us,

Bore the heavy burden of our sins
For a long time on the cross.
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The
been used to teach new church members the theology concerning this Sacrament and serves as a great
reminder to what we believe to current and life-long members. This can be found in our Lutheran Service
Book (LSB) for hymn number 627. As with the O Mensch bewein, Bach focuses on the consoling nature
of the chorale to focus his musical endeavors on. This can be found in the fifth verse:

Bach chooses to put this chorale in a trio. For organ music, that means that left and right hands get their
own contrapuntal line. On top of that, the pedals (feet) also get their own individual line giving the name
trio (three) to the form of music. This form of music makes for long practice sessions, insomnia,
self-doubt, pain and suffering, and reciting Psalm 22:1 for organists all across the world. The hands have
a very disjointed line that get put on top of each other and are imitated throughout the entire piece. In
these lines, the pitches are very far apart from each other and Bach even goes to syncopation at the
sixteenth note level to create this anxious feeling in the piece. This gives way to the line “By the sick
who are distressed.”

In the original German, the word used is angst, which gives a better picture than the current translation;
it more closely paints a feeling of dread or anxiety. For the pedal, the chorale melody is present in an
unornamented plain manner. This gives the image of something steady and sound amidst all the anxiety 
the world is giving. This is seen in the first line, “Firmly hold with faith unshaken.” Ultimately, Bach,
along with Luther, is reiterating the theology of the Sacrament. Through the partaking of the Lord’s
Supper, we can be sure of Christ’s promise that He is truly present in, with, and under the bread and wine
to give us the forgiveness of sins and comfort while being in a fallen world that causes dread and anxiety.

If you have any questions regarding any of the music selections or just general inquiries about the pieces,
please don’t hesitate to stay after the service and ask!

Blessings, 
Myles Hayden
Kantor
mhayden@grace-lutheran.com

Firmly hold with faith unshaken
That this food is to be taken

By the sick who are distressed, 
By Hearts that long for peace and rest.
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There are many people who are hurting, stressed, overwhelmed, frustrated, and more due to life’s
crises or challenges. There are those who feel they don’t need help and often it is difficult for some
people to realize they need help in life transitions or crises. However, seeking help can be seen as a
strength, a chance to grow both spiritually and personally. 

Hope, help, and healing are words synonymous with Christ. Christ provides this through Stephen
Ministers. Stephen Ministers are active listeners, spiritual, non-judgmental, provide compassionate
care, and maintain confidentality. Stephen Ministers with these skills provide the hope, help, and 
healing you need to get through your crisis.

Below are some comments we have received about individuals’ experiences with Stephen Ministry:

For those who are experiencing a really difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can provide the special
encouragement, care, and support they need for as long as it takes. If you need more information on
Stephen Ministry, contact Debbie Burchick (727-525-0413), Pastor Loughran, or Pastor Kyle.

Deb Burchick

Ministry
Stephen

Hope, Help, Healing

“ “I had never been able to open up to someone before and had always kept my
 feelings to myself. My Stephen Minister helped me to talk about painful things,
 which opened the door to God’s healing.”

“All I can say is thank you. I was so overwhelmed I did not know where to begin.
 My Stephen Minister helped me sort through my challenges and regain my faith
 in God.”

“As a man, it was difficult and awkward reaching out for help. But I’m glad I did.
 I probably could have made it alone, but it sure was a lot easier having a Stephen
 Minister.”

“I felt guilty about being angry at God. But my Stephen Minister didn’t think I was
terrible. He was very patient and just listened and cared. He demonstrated Jesus’
unconditional love and helped me to trust God again.”
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Grace Folks
Introducing

Meet Myles Hayden

Our special new organist, Myles Hayden, came by his
musical talent through his family. His grandfather was a
minister of music and began teaching Myles piano when he
was in first grade. He began playing the trumpet in fifth
grade.

When Myles was in high school, he and his family moved
from Boca Raton to St. Petersburg and became members of
Grace. He took lessons on our organ and met Norm and Lois
Hannewald, who introduced him to the wonderful music
program at Valparaiso University. Norm (former band
director at Valpo) was able to help Myles get a scholarship
to Valparaiso for his undergraduate program. Myles was then
able to attend Notre Dame University to complete his
master’s degree. 

Myles kept in touch with the Hannewalds over the years and
even spoke to Lois shortly before she passed away.

Myles is looking forward to the exciting muisc program at
Grace. There is a special Bach presentation, “God’s Word is
My Soul’s Treasure,” planned during Lent featuring Erin
Fabian on vocals and Jim Heath on cello. On Easter there
will be an extravaganza! 

We are blessed to have such a special addition to our 
Grace family. 

A Note from the Author

Charlene Long

“I would like to thank
everyone for your loving
expressions of sympathy and
support during the illness and 
death of my beloved husband,
Jack.”

- Charlene Long & Family
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LWML
News from the LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League).

When faced with a challenge, the “Purple Ladies” stepped up and overcame the restrictions of the
pandemic very successfully. Jan Greenway, our president, has done an excellent job with the help
from all the members. We are still planning and adapting to help improve our ability to serve others.
We are continuing to collect feminine sanitary items and baby diapers for CASA at each meeting.
We are doing an outstanding job with this mission.

LWML WEEKEND will be held on March 6-7. We will be doing a short skit during the services
and serving FREE refreshments outside. This is also our Mite Box Collection Weekend. 

March: We will have our annual Prayer Service on Sunday, March 21 at 12:30 p.m. following the
Divine Service at 11:00 a.m. The LWML women at Our Savior Lutheran Church have been invited if
they feel comfortable joining us. We will still meet outside on the basketball court. Remember to bring
a chair, your lunch, and wear a mask. Our Prayer Services are always inspirational and uplifting. We
hope you will join us.

April: Our meeting will be on Sunday, April 18 at 12:15 p.m. following the Divine Service. You
know the drill. Bring your chair, your lunch, and wear a mask. Our theme is “Expect to be Surprised.”
Please wear spring colors. We will be having elections for a new president and vice president in
May, so prayerfully consider becoming an officer. 

May: Our meeting will be held on Sunday, May 16 at 12:15 p.m. following the 11:00 a.m. Divine
Service. This will be our End of the Year Celebration. When the officers know how we will conduct
this meeting, you all will be the next ones to know.

DISCLAIMER: None of this is carved in stone. The only sure thing is that we will meet and have a
meeting. You will always be informed of any changes in a timely manner. Thank you for your
understanding and patience.

Mite Box Collection Dates:

• March 6-7
• April 3-4
• May 1-2
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LWML
LWML Mission Grants for March and April:

March: $98,400 has been approved for Mission Outreach classes and resources on the Border -
Ysleta Lutheran Mission Human Care (YLMHC) El Paso, Texas.

YLMHC impacts the lives of 400-500 students with educational programs, classroom spaces, and
equipment. Children sing, smile, and rejoice as they join in praising at a weekly mission outreach
program. The Grant will enable YLMHC to expand its classes for younger children.

This concludes the 20 grants that were approved. However, on the website (lwml.org) under Mission
Grants they have listed LCMS Deaconess Ministry - LCMS Office of International Mission with
$39,523. There is no other information at this time.

I strongly suggest that you go on the website (lwml.org) and click in Mission Grants. You will get a
much more detailed report on the grants. This is where the money goes that we collect each month in
our little Mite Boxes. Everyone has been so generous during this difficult time. We thank you for your
financial support and your continued prayers.

Mary Anderson
Vice President
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML)

[CONTINUED]
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Stewardship
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Hudson Taylor, a nineteenth century British missionary to China, is reported to have said, “God’s work,
done in God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” To know God’s way, we need to know His Holy Word.
Or to say it another way: you need to know your Bible.

St. Paul, before he spends two chapters on giving, wrote that every thought is to be taken captive to the
obedience of Christ (2 Cor. 10:5). Doctrine matters. And doctrine matters because the Scriptures matter.
And the Scriptures matter because this is where we learn the teaching of Christ. Our thoughts must be
brought into line with the teaching of Scripture so that our work is what God wants done and so that we
do this work in His way.

A good tree bears good fruit. A bad tree bears bad fruit. We have been made good trees in Holy Baptism.
We are fertilized and pruned for bearing good fruit by constantly hearing God’s Word preached and
taught in sermon and Bible class and in receiving the life-giving, faith-sustaining food of the Lord’s
Supper. Remember your doctrine, hold on to the Lord’s teaching, and your thoughts will be taken captive
to the obedience of Christ.  

Bringing every thought captive to the obedience of Christ is recognizing that God does provide. The
Lord’s Prayer teaches us to pray for daily bread. Praying this day in and day out reminds us that the
Lord is the giver of our daily bread, and that we are to give thanks for His daily provision of it. God is
rarely early and never late in His work, as Abraham learned on the mount of the Lord it will be provided.
The Lord’s generosity forms our generosity in return.

Thus, we set aside for the work of God a generous, first-fruits, proportion of the daily bread that God
has given to us. This act of trust in the Lord’s provision is the working out of our faith in Him. When
budgetary discussions pop up, our natural reaction is to point fingers. But remember your doctrine, and
what your mother taught about pointing fingers. Our first natural reaction is not always right. In fact,
when our thoughts are brought into captivity of Christ, our first reaction should be repentance. It should
raise questions in our own lives. As good trees in Christ who are to bear good fruit, we should ask
whether our thoughts have been taken captive by obedience to Christ. Have we given generously? Have
we given our first-fruits? You know. And God knows. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout
the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him” (2 Chron. 16:9).

God will provide. He always has and He always will. He gives His meat in due season. He has not left
you as orphans but has grafted you into His own family. You belong to Him. Remember this, letting
this thought dwell in you richly. And you will then be rich toward others.  
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Stewardship
Offering Received Fiscal Year 2020/2021 (Beginning August):

General Fund giving for the current fiscal year (August to January) is trending below expectations.
However, we thank everyone who has continued to make stewardship a priority during this difficult time
and prayerfully ask those who are able to give more to consider increasing their financial support.

Likewise, we appreciate those who have maintained their giving to Beacon at the Crossroads. We
encourage all members to prayerfully consider committing or re-committing financially to this campaign
which funds Grace’s beautiful campus and facilities.

Grace Lutheran has made available several ways for members to give, including online giving and text
to give. Many Grace families are regularly giving electronically. The board recommends members
establish secure electronic giving through Grace’s website using Simply Giving or through their bank’s
website. Gifts can be designated for various funds, including the General Fund and Beacon at the
Crossroads. Gifts of assets, such as appreciated stock, or direct distributions from Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRAs) can also be arranged. If you have any questions, please contact a member of the
Stewardship Board or the church business administrator, Sharon Binder.

Charles Kard
Stewardship Board
(727) 560-5534

[CONTINUED]
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Trustees
Continuing Progress on Campus Care

Your Grace Lutheran Trustees are continuing to address additional improvements to beautify and
enhance our curb appeal. By the time this newsletter is printed, you will have noticed that the Haines
Road parking lot has been resealed and striped. Keeping up to date on maintenance means that we can
reduce the $ amount we need to spend.

Discussion on our landscaping appearance, and other concerns, has resulted in a new professional
landscaping company taking over our campus. The new company will begin in May. We anticipate 
seeing changes.

Campus safety for both church and school remains an ongoing concern that continues to be addressed.
Finding one company capable of providing for all our needs (low voltage cables/hardware for updating
the internet speed/phone system/wiring) is proving difficult. Logic says that one company should be
the way to go, and so we continue trying to locate that company.

A recent fire marshall inspection has recommended that we address the small gap on one side of the
Sanctuary stairs. As our last meeting was via Zoom, we will discuss this issue at our next meeting.
This slight delay will enable Trustees to evaluate the situation prior to meeting and be prepared with
suggestions for rectifying the problem.

Maintenance reported that since the installation of “flushometers” enabling a greater water flow, there
have been no sewer backups. This was a simple $200 expense!

We are working on a retention pond near the Columbarium. Phone calls are not being returned by
individuals previously involved, and therefore, we are currently waiting on bids from two new 
companies, who are being asked for their suggestions.

Maintenance is currently looking at the intermittent leakage from the A/C unit in the Welcome Center.

Please rest assured that your Trustees are ever mindful of the task of caring for Grace Lutheran.

Jan Greenway



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

Mission Outreach
        Social Ministry

Grace Connects continues to make an impact in the
surrounding community and in our congregation.
The following are events that we have completed

and what is upcoming:

January: Community Rummage Sale - This was a huge success!!!! A variety of items from clothes,
books, puzzles, videos, toys, and household items were given away free to the community. The 
remaining items went to CASA’s Thrift Store, where not only do they sell items to support their
organization, but they also provide certificates to those who are in immediate need of items. Thank
you to all who donated items and to Kris Nowland for transporting some of the items to CASA.
This will be an annual event, so please keep saving those items.

February: BOGO & Souper Bowl Sunday - How blessed we are to have a congregation
that supports helping those in need. Large donations of food items were brought in
during the weekend of February 6-7. Because of your generosity, it was decided to
continue collecting food items the rest of the month; therefore, donate your “free
item” from a BOGO and canned items until March 1 to support local pantries.

March: The Board of Trustees are the sponsors for this month and they will be accepting women’s
hygiene items for CASA and men’s socks/underwear (in original packages) for Pinellas Hope. For
more information, contact Beth Christofel.

April & May: Calling all boards and groups! The Board for Mission Outreach would like to share
in the joy of helping others by asking the boards and groups of Grace Lutheran Church & School to
participate in this great mission. It could be a table of information to let people know who you are
or perhaps sponsoring a community activity/donation. It is really rewarding to see the faces of the
people that you are helping. Contact Sharon Anderson to discuss further.

As always, consider reaching out to our communicants that you have not seen in church recently.
A phone call or card with a short note could go a long way in reducing the feeling of isolation.

In God’s Service,
Sharon Anderson, Chairperson

&
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March Birthdays

1   - Tera Dorr, Kevin Fantauzzo, Isaac Hodge
2   - Sharon Bartlett, Shelley Crockett, Thomas Germain, Adam Rau 
3   - Andrew Heinemeyer, Marcia Jacobs
4   - Alex Murray
5   - Alexander Corrigan, Otto Macke, Gary Tocklin
6   - Peter Smith, Jerry Tippett
8   - Parker Bigler
10 - Kelsey Crawford, Kasio Suwarno
11 - Nicole Chain, Thelma Risk
12 - Mary Evancavich, Maria Sanders
14 - Piper Hager
16 - Fatima Jones
17 - Cindy Fantauzzo, Lauren Maneekrua, Amanda Mitchell
18 - Aaron Anderson, Thomas Bennett, Brittani Chavez, Alyssa Soileau 
19 - Courtney Crawford, Mary Kimball, Nicholas Samaha
20 - Cory Hall, Ryley Hamilton
21 - Lynn Southwick
22 - Saadi Kamali
23 - Michael Faircloth, Michael Keglovich
24 - Odin Chellberg, Annalynn Laird, Melissa Shible
25 - Amanda Buck, Emmanuelle Kennedy, Gavin McLay, Colleen Paquette
26 - Emmie Buck, Maxwell Kervin, Hayes Lindemoen, Everett Williams
27 - John Kudenholdt, Henri Layfield
28 - Lori Davis
29 - Matthew Crowder, Bayn Dorr
30 - Kyle Cohenour, Sid Mibus
31 - Noah Harrold, Nicolette Keierleber, Charlene Long, Jim Mallue, Bentley Smith

Anniversaries
Birthdays &

April Birthdays

2   - Judy Evans
3   - Mel Clifton, Paula Hatfield
4   - Teagen McLean, Aiden Tharakan
5   - Trent Thomason, Suzette Ungvarsky
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Anniversaries
Birthdays &

[CONTINUED]

May Birthdays

1   - Jim Buck, Jim Schillinger
2   - Julia Hamblin, Cory Lefevre
3   - Amy Ryan, Marty Tobin
5   - Sharon Schrader, Noah Yzenas
7   - Madden Evans
8   - Kevin Fernandez, Renee McLay
9   - Grant Gramling, Lynette Wilson
10 - Peter Frissell, Betty Gendron
11 - Alice Filson, James Hatfield
12 - Jaeden Pierre

6   - Annika Goulet, Bonnie Schaefer
7   - Ruger Byers, Rebecca Christofel, Woody Gramling, Kenley Shible, Mary Spann, Beck Stephens 
8   - Ray Busefink, Abigail Mehling
9   - Sasha Allwardt, Bob Dorr, Jim Heath, Jessica Mahoney, Bill Shiers
10 - Addison Hatfield, Patrick Ryan, Rainey Schubert
11 - Marissa Molle, Matt Simpson, Valerie Turner
12 -  Emerson Baker, Charles Mehling, Isabella Mehling, Samantha Owen
14 - Carole Kard, Lisa Mirto, Eve Pittinger
15 - Cathleen Gramling, Mark Greenway, Abby Paquette, Savannah Serby
16 - Pierce Schneider, Rylee Willis
17 - Ariel Anderson, Karen Simpson
18 - Alyson Nowland
21 - Alma Asztalos, Brayden Balliett, Evan Ferrell, Natalie Gallace, Georgia Gee, Mimi Lawrence
22 - Wyatt Lawver
23 - Fran Smoot
24 - Tanner Lawrence, Bob LeGere, Jaydon Silva
25 - Kari Hamre
26 - Trinity Cade, Dorothy Mull
27 - Remington Byers
28 - Elizabeth Baldwin
29 - John Mahoney, Addison Zajac
30 - Tatum Devereaux, Eli Maneekrua, Collin Schubert, Ryan Whelan

April Birthdays
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Anniversaries
Birthdays &

[CONTINUED]

March Anniversaries

3   - Cody & Sasha Allwardt, 2 years
4   - Doug & Cathy Heverly, 21 years
16 - Tony & Andra Arredondo, 39 years
17 - David & Krissy Habib, 19 years
17 - Cory & Kristin Lefevre, 12 years
21 - Aaron & Ariel Anderson, 6 years
29 - Marge & Dana Hoch, 52 years

May Birthdays

13 - Holly Donovan
14 - Skyelah Clark, Thomas D’Amico
15 - Beau Renaud
16 - Catera Hedges
17 - Lucia Pessaro
18 - Marilyn Hall, Kiley Stanford
19 - Emily D’Amico
20 - Tera Keglovich, Logan Plato, Cali Roland
21 - Tony Arredondo, Loretta Busefink, Kelsey Halfast, Laura Macke, Larry Schroeder
22 - Elise Tippett
24 - Joan Lake, Cameron Weaver
25 - Thomas Hertzberg, Reed Schneider
26 - Delores Alsleben, Samuel Gee, Kaley Micklitsch, Donna Tobin 
27 - Madelyn Fink, Tabitha Foster, Cadence Isaac, Jessica Kochen, Ron Quincel,
       Thomas Schroeder, Don Simmons
28 - Brian Hummel
29 - Calie Allwardt, David Habib, Liana Torbica
30 - Abigail Griesenauer
31 - Sebastian Gorgas, Lillian Liston, Paloma Plouf, Noah Pozo
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Anniversaries
Birthdays &

[CONTINUED]

May Anniversaries

3   - John & Kathy Seaman, 24 years
4   - The Hammers, 47 years
4   - Steven & Theresa Warner, 8 years
10 - Todd & Pam Reitz, 23 years
22 - Ray & Loretta Busefink, 56 years
24 - Jason & Jane Hamblin, 24 years
24 - Jerry & Jennifer Tippett, 24 years
25 - Rick & Sharon Nesman, 13 years
29 - Guy & Mary Spann, 38 years
31 - John & Kim Loughran, 12 years
31 - Allan & Bev Mason, 63 years
31 - Karen & Banleung Xoumphonphakdy, 11 years

April Anniversaries

3   - Andy & Mary Evancavich, 14 years
5   - Steve & Barb Deininger, 35 years
7   - Don & Deb Crawford, 42 years
15 - Tom & Tamara Guilford, 15 years
16 - Robert & Marjorie Deskovich, 17 years
16 - Jan & Ian Greenway, 44 years
22 - Linda & Keith Shambaugh, 32 years
26 - Michael & Miroslava LeGere, 24 years
27 - Paul & Christina Loverne, 18 years
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• If you have something you would like included in the newsletter,
please email your article to emurphy@grace-lutheran.com.

The deadline for the June-August 2021 newsletter
is Monday, May 17, 2021.

• Help support Grace Lutheran Church & School! When you
shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates to Grace. To donate,

go to smile.amazon.com, and select Grace Lutheran Church as your charity.

Notes from the Church Office

If you would like to provide a lily for the altar at Easter, either as a memorial or in
recognition of a special blessing, please fill out the order form and return to the church

office. Forty lilies will be ordered this year.

The cost for a lily plant is $25.00.
Mark your check and envelope “Easter Lilies.”

Deadline for ordering: Sunday, March 21.

Enclosed is $_______ for ________ lily plant(s)
given to the glory of God:


