Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded and they were created. And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds!  Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! Young men and maidens together, old men and children! Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the LORD!      –Psalm 148
So many things are called to praise the Lord in this Psalm. Angels, the sun, the moon, the stars, sea creatures, fire, hail, snow, mountains, fruit trees, livestock, and the list goes on. How can a lot of these things that I’ve just mentioned praise the Lord? They don’t have voices like ours. They can’t read the Bible or pray or sing or dance. 
They still testify to how awesome, how amazing God is! One thing I really enjoy doing is snorkeling. I also enjoy going to aquariums. I just find things that live in the water fascinating, but while I enjoy looking at the water dwelling creatures, I also find myself thinking, “Wow! Look at how amazing God is, that He created that!” The same goes for when I look at a sunset, or at a sky full of stars. 
The Psalm continues though. It gets to people. Kings, princes, young men, maidens, old men, and children. Basically, everybody. 
Praise the Lord! Sometimes that’s hard to do when we are in covid-19 quarantine, fear of the virus time. We can’t even go to church properly. How can we praise the Lord? We of course can remember that “He has raised up a horn for his people.” According to what I was studying, that horn would be a king, a strong and powerful king. Ultimately, that horn is Christ. Christ was being prophesied here. They were looking forward to that horn and we look back. We are looking forward though too. Jesus died and rose again (winning our forgiveness), then He went to heaven, but He is coming back, this time in power and might to make the final victory and bring us all to Himself and to a place where covid-19 can never take our breath again, can never put us in quarantine again, and can never make us live in fear again. We are going to a place where there will be no more tears of sadness, no more death, no more sin, and the devil won’t be able to wiggle his way in to tempt us. We have so much to praise the Lord about! Praise the Lord!
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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