
The following is a brief sketch of Grace Lutheran Church since its origin in 1927 to 1955.  Robert C. 
Steinbach was the pastor who originally started a mission, held services in the Masonic Temple (at that time 
located at 4th St. and 3rd Ave. So.), and then supervised the construction of the 1st church building at 28th Ave. 
& 8th St. No.

His wife, Helene, kept many notes, pictures, and speeches she gave at various functions, plus other highlights 
of those first years.  She graciously submitted these to be put into a permanent form as a historical record.  We 
regret that many of the people in the pictures are unidentified.

We believe this memento will be of real interest to members and friends alike, and it will be cherished for 
years to come.



The Masonic Temple, 4th St. and 3rd Ave. South

The need of a church of our faith to provide for the spiritual welfare of many Lutheran winter visitors 
and Lutheran and unchurched people in St. Petersburg, was brought to the attention of the Mission 
Board of the Southern District of our Synod by several winter visitors and by the Rev. H. Schaller, at 
that time pastor in Lakeland, Florida.  In 1927 the Missouri Synod extended a divine call to Robert 
Steinback, a graduate student of the Springfield Seminary, to canvass the city, and should results 
warrant, establish a mission.  Steinbach was ordained at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Baltimore, 
Maryland, on August 7, 1927.  One month later he arrived in St. Petersburg to begin the study for 
which he was sent.
Noties were distributed regarding a meeting he was planning to hold at a room he had obtained in 
the Masonic Home, to get the feel of how many in attendance were interested in starting a mission 
in the area.  He was delighted at the respectable attendance, ut was told by one man that a 
Missouri Synod church was not needed in this town, and that he might as well take his hat and 
leave.  His discouraged spirits were lifted when a Baptist minister, living in the same rooming house 
he was living in, encouraged him to go forward with his plans, adding that many more winter visitors 
due to arrive in a few months, would no doubt increase the number of people interested in his 
church.

Pastor Steinbach’s rooming house



He took this advice and the Lord blessed the efforts of Pastor Steinbach.  The first service of public 
worship was held in a little room in the Masonic Temple located then at 4th St. and 3rd Ave. South.  
Soon after, a Sunday School was established and as the tourist season progressed, evening 
services and social activities were held.

Pastor’s first car, a 1924 Gerrett Sedan, a 6 cylinder used to call on 
members and to bring children to Sunday School.

First Sunday School Class,  October, 1927



Realizing that the 3rd Ave. South location was inadequate for the furthance and development to the 
congregation, a subscription was started on March 12, 1928, for the purchase of ground and for a 
church edifice.  Mrs. Anna Vollmer of LaPorte, Indiana, was the first subscriber.  Not long after, the little 
flock had set aside the monies needed for the acquisition of two lots at 28th Ave. and 8th. North for 
$5000.  On June 24th, 1928, ground was broken and the construction of the first worship facility began, 
which eventually cost $18,404.75.

Foundation laid, placing 
lumber in place looking North.

As work progressed

Sunday School entrance

Interior of church



July 1928



Organizations

The Sunday School Teachers and Officers Association

This association was organized in 1927; it’s chief purpose being the training of teachers for 
Sunday School work and to efficiently manage the local Sunday School.  The Clearwater Mission 
and Sunday School were sponsored by this organization for many years, beginning January, 
1937.

The Junior Young People’s Society

This group, consisting of Sunday School pupils of confirmation age and older, but not of an age 
eligible for membership in the Senior Walther League, gathered the 1st and 3rd Friday evenings of 
each month.  It fostered education, service and recreation.

The Senior Walther League

This society, organized as a Junior group affiliated with t he Junior Walther league on December 
15, 1936, and on January 1, 1939, it became a Senior Society.

The Men’s Club

The Men’s Club began functioning quite regularly each winter beginning in the early years of the 
church.  Its chief function was to bring the men of the winter visitors and the church into closer 
Christian fellowship.  The club met on the first and third Monday evenings of each month during 
the winter season, at which times they held special talks and enjoyed social evenings.

Within these years the congregation, obedient to the great mission command, founded First 
Lutheran of Clearwater in 1941; and continuing to reach out with the Good News of Jesus Christ, 
it was instrumental also in the founding of Our Savior Lutheran Church of St. Petersburg in 1954.  
Always interested in proclaiming the Gospel, a group of women in 1945 joined their sister 
Lutherans in the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League to do together what they could not o 
alone.  When the Florida-Georgia District came into being in February, 1948, Grace proudly 
became a charter member.  The growth pattern was slow and steady in the years following WW II.



Finished outside of building

Inside of church

The first service in the uncompleted structure was held on November 4, 1928, at which time the first 
baptism, that of Mildred Ann Claeson, took place.  Though not completed at the time, nor for some weeks 
after, it was, nevertheless, a more fitting lace in which to hold Sunday School and church services than in 
the previous location.

During these struggling days it was not all work for Pastor Steinbach.  He was dreaming beautiful dreams.  
Up North a young lady, Helene Hermann, of Boston, Massachusetts, was looking forward to changing her 
name.  It happened on September 5, 1928, when Pastor Robert and Helene became husband and wife.  
This union eventually brought forth two sons, Robert H. and Alan P.



In Helene’s words:

“By autumn of that year (1928) I was on the scene as the bride of the pastor.  We lived in a small 
furnished bungalow, where on November 21st,14 women met to officially organize the Ladies Aid 
Society, and they elected me as president!  Whew!  What a learning experience that became!  The 
first project was to furnish our little church kitchen.  A small 3-burner gas stove was contributed 
and from that small start we embarked on fund raising and social projects, which over the years 
benefited the church financially, supplied the needs of the Sunday School and other Christian 
endeavors.  Imagine being able to purchase a ticket for a roast pork sauerkraut supper for 40 
cents! Chancel flowers were $2 on Sundays when we had donors; when we didn’t we gathered up 
what we could from our own and neighbors’ gardens.”

Depending on God’s continued blessings, the small flock chose the beautiful name “Grace,” 
and formally organized as a congregation on May 11, 1928, with 19 communicant members, 5 of 
whom were voting members;  and Grace Lutheran Church thus became the 11th Lutheran Church  
of the Missouri Synod to be founded in the state of Florida.

On Sunday afternoon, January 20, 1929, many winter visitors, friends and members 
participated in the joyous event of laying the cornerstone to the church, an event which had been 
postponed  until that time so that interested visitors might attend the ceremony.  The Rev. P.G. 
Heckel of Tampa, Florida, delivered a very fitting address in the afternoon, and the Rev. H. 
Schaller of Lakeland, Florida, spoke in the evening  Eight years later, in 1937, the young 
congregation became self supporting, and in 1941 the debt was eliminated.  They continued to 
forge ahead with plans of expansion, and the first and second floors of a parish building were 
completed by 1950.

The church was officially dedicated February 10, 1929, and growth was constant and 
encouraging.  However, following the stock market crash in October  of that year, hard times began.  
The Great Depression of the 30’s followed.  Church growth was slow during those years, but the 
congregation, with God’s help, managed to keep their heads above water.



The church nursery was added in 1954-55 and dedicated on February 13, 1955.

Pastor Steinbach and Pastor Walker dedicate the nursery, 
February 13, 1955.

Regarding our Building Project (taken 
from the church bulletin of November 28, 
1948)

We now have on hand about $3,600 
toward the erection of our education 
building.  Approximately $10,000 will be 
needed to complete it   It has, therefore, 
been decided to solicit loans in sums of 
from $100 to $1000 (and over) from 
interested members, winter visitors and 
friends.  These loans will be secured by 
promissory notes bearing interest at the 
rate of 3 ½ % per annum.

Anyone interested in making such a loan 
is asked to contact a member of the 
church council today, if possible, or in the 
near future.



The dinner that Helene mentioned as a typical fund raiser dinner.

Note: 140 Plus Sold





S.S children First Confirmand Hazel 
Marshall from Wisconsin



May, 1938, 
gathering of members

Early Confirmations



Early Confirmations



April 14, 1933



The Hillsborough River State Park, August, 1948



The Lutheran Hour Rally at Al Lang 
Field, 1949

Dr. Walter A Maier



Walther League Rally Banquet, April 26, 1953



In 1941 the city of Tampa leased Drew Field, at one time a dairy-citrus farm owned by John Drew, 
to the army for 25 years at $1 per year.  It was during this time that Pastor Steinbach regularly 
ministered to the German prisoners of war at this airbase.  Helene states that they held a 
Christmas party for the men at the church all, “but the women serving the meals were never 
allowed out of the kitchen to mingle with the prisoners.”

The following letter attests to the gratefulness the men felt for the pastor’s care and for their 
spiritual wellbeing.



Food rationing was in progress during the war years, and the church was required, as were all 
citizens, to apply for points in order to purchase items of food needed for their dinners.  The following 
are samples of the process.

Pastor Steinbach in these years saw the rewards of his labors being blessed by God, but not for too 
long.  Pastor Steinbach was called to his eternal rest on April 20, 1955; and for almost 10 months the 
congregation was served by Rev. Julius Walker, until the Lord also called him to his eternal rest in 
January of 1956.  Pastor Martin W. Rupprecht accepted the call to serve as pastor and he was 
installed on February 19, 1956.  He eventually led the congregation to the present location at 4301 
16th St. North.



The Silver Anniversary
  Of the Ordination of
The Reverend Robert C. Steinbach



The Silver Anniversary
  Of the Ordination of
The Reverend Robert C. Steinbach



Items transferred from the 28th St. church to the 16th St. church:
Statue – located in the memory garden
Cornerstone- located in the breezeway
Sanctuary lamp
Memorial plaque
Chimes
Credence table

Pastor Steinbach in these years saw the rewards of his labors being blessed by God, but 
not for too long.  Pastor Steinbach was called to his eternal rest on April 20, 1955; and for 
almost 10 months the congregation was served by Rev. Julius Walker, until the Lord also 
called him to his eternal rest in January of 1956.  Pastor Martin W. Rupprecht accepted the 
call to serve as pastor and he was installed on February 19, 1956.  He eventually led the 
congregation to the present location at 4301 16th St. North.

If you or someone you know has historical photos or information about the history of Grace 
Lutheran Church Saint Petersburg please contact our church office
4301 16th Street North
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33703 

Church Office: (727) 527-1168


